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1* In : ^> r - 19?2, Heinrich Ran, former head of the DIB State Planning 
Commission, ordered the dentralant f«r Forschun - und Tcchnik (JAFT) 
to conduct research on a synthetic material for pipes destined to 
transmit low and high pressure gas. The reason for the order is the 
State Planning Commission's project for sending gases from the 
Lauchha.j ler cck© plant to the -Ziesa steel v/orks# The pipes are to 
be made from synthetic material because the IDIi is short of seamless 
steel nines; Last Germany is not able to manufacture seamless steel 
pipes with a diameter exceeding 200 aillinetors. 

2. The special. order from lau followed sliortly the failure of tests 
made with v inidur pipes at the Arnstadt, Thuringia, gas works. A 
v">0 -meter test length of "inidur pine blew up when subjected to 
nressure of four atmospheres. Vinidur is a synthetic based on polyvinyl 
chloride which is produced by the Bitterfeld combine. 

* Following the explosion, high pressure experiments at Arnstadt were 

stonpod. Tests with pressures up to one atmosphere, however, are continuing. 
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